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T may Reaſonably be Ex- 
pected, by every Inquiſitive 
Reader, that a Diſcourſe 1 
Sl this ſingular Nature, re- 

gate ſpcting the Deſires f 4 
DANES "q Great Body of People, and 

— diſſecting their ſeveral Di- 
viſions, ſbould be introduc'd by 4 Prefatory 4 
count, of its Deſign and Dialect > ſe which 
in a true Light, aud for preventing un ind and 
unjuſt 2 on either the Matter, or Au, 
thor of the enſuing Trait, let the 2 fair 
and faithful Relation, be taken by the Reader, in. 
to his candid and deliberate Conſideration,  _ 
The Title, however uncouth it may ſeem un- 
to any, will appear. proper to all, who call to 
Min how Common, (bat ue er the leſs Cri- 
minal) it is, for ſuch as withhold Right from 
any, to ſpeak all manner of Wron 94% theſe. wm 
they treat lo In juriou /ly 5 nothing eing more or- 

dinary, than fr thoſe who deprive any of their 

due, 10 deprave their Reputations, by reporting 
| of them all that”s a | Which Obſervation 


3 


1 
93 


3 


wb PREVACE 
is not more Exempliſ d, than in the Caſe now 
before us : Diſſenters having not only been long 
deny*d their Liberty, but all the while, been be. 
ly'd by their Oppreſſors, as an unſettl'd, un- 
reaſonable ſort of People that can never be 
please d.; no, (nor if their Enemies may be believ'd) 
can never tell what they would have! 
Nom at this ſbamefull Slander, is this Tract 


directly levell'd, as by the, Title doth Arche | 


which makes an Open Declaration of, What 

DISSEN TERS would have! $9 7hat 

from this Time, it is to be hond, the Numbe. 
will daily diminiſh, of thoſe Shameleſs Slan. 


9 


loaded them with this falſe Atcuſation ; 


- What the DISSENT ER Swould have, 


, \ 


ſuch Order, that, firſt . 
I. Their Right to the Liberty they deſire, is 
clearly Evin d; and thn © 


Il. The Grand Objection againſt their Ob- 


. * 


taining their deſired Liberty, z fairly an- 


« Jwer'd; after which. +, pF 
III. The Sum of what they would have 
is ſo conciſely expreſs d, that their Enemies mu 
henceforward diſcover both, the utmoſt Effronte- 
Ty, F they ſhall caſt this Calumny again upon 
them; and, an utter want of Chriſtianity, and | 


even Common Humanity, if they ſhall any lon- | 


ger hinder them of the due Liberty they deſire, 
o which none can pretend more Natural, Natio- 
"val, Ratienal ava Religious Right, thun theſe 


 derers, who have ſo fiercely "and fr equently 1 


Chriſtian Charityj!! 


of Equity, it being moſt unequitable, that thoſe 


The P REF A GE © 


d, with: a diſinte 


reſted Integrity, and truly. 


But that there be no tumbling at the Threſhold, 
ntedfull it is, that here, once for all, it be de- 
clar d, Mhat Diſſenters are meant in this Plea 
for Liberty; for there are Diſſenters f more 
than one ſort, and it would: be a foul, and may 
be a fatal miſtake to take. the Wrong for the 

Right. OPIN roo” 


Be it known then to all, that the Diſſenters 


here intended, are not thoſe of the Romiſh 


Stam, whether more open or hidden, with 


the Mark in their Foreheads, or in their Hands, 
for there are of both kinds among us; profeſi'd 


[ and maſqueraded Papiſts; ſuch as own they be- 


Jong to the Church of Rome, and ſuch as ever 
mean that, when they Name the Church of Eng- 


Land, thereby ſlily intending, the Church of Bng- 
land as it was before the Reformation, by which 


Craft, unthinking People, who diſcern not the 
Cheat, are ſo caught, and carry'd away, as to 


_ miſtake theſe clamorous Nonjurants, for Good 


Church Men; when indeed they are as much Pa- 
piſts, as their Intereſt will ſuffer them to be: Now 
for neither of theſe ſort of Diſſenters or Non- 
conformiſts, {for both. are No better, however 
they bandy the Terms about, and caſt them with 


Contempt upon thoſe who are much their Betters, 
far neither of theſe) is this Plea made; nor can 


any be made for Liberty to ſuch, upon any bottom 


e 
fhoul 


iv — 0 


Id have: Full Liberty any Government, 
roman foreign — or to that an- 


der which ** * uh which is the Caſe: of all who 
| 2 2 ſts, or ah wo iuclin d: The 
Hecking 3 wholly,t — = 0 
terry venoms ar outlandiſh 54% 7 — 
5 mounted by Knaves and Fools, to er 
| Supremacy, and the Other pr prong ſing the — | 
Divino 'Right of Succeſſion, doth belong to « moſt | 
contemptible Cringer to that Monſter c — 
Both, unt only conſpiring to advance t 5 
cale above t Regale, lar veſting the — 
alt the Vaſſals 


in the: Hands of the meaneſf 
of that atcurſed |} — All theſe ſe preferring | 
the vileſt E Foreign Uſarpers, to 3 only | 


-Rightful and Lawful Prince, cannot fo much 
A pretend, with any Face of Honeſty, 2 
Leige Subjects to — Prince, and : 
to 4 Proteſtant, for which C auſe, no Li 
Plea can be put in 7 — that full and 165 Li- 
berty to them, which # here deſir d for, and 
due to ee , of 1 de. 
Diſpoſition ; mhoſe Principles Pra- 
. to 2 utmoſt E F the 
beft. of Kjnes, and com leat Liber! 7 
their — Country. 1 1 if 
Nom theſe only are here unde theſe Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, who, tho? they Cannot bur 
an Confcience diffent from Humane Compoſt 
vious and Impoſitions in Divine Worſhip, do 
ger Proteſt More than the moſt, againſt all the 


ee in e As well as Church, . 
of 


Me Rev Sim, THE Sen of Pevdition 
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. M PNA CH is 
hve eto 1% Pope - of 


ome, whom, with the 
Proteſtants, Theſe* Di ers continue" to. Lal 
caunt, THE ò a 08 
$0443 lat; THE. Antic 


ſenters' i m_ Claim ata, 


— 10 4 2 7 
Realms; whereby they 8 
Ns L , 10. the 
moſt Royal Sovereign, E 6 555 Good 
Providence, amd . Settlements, 
happily advanc'd to the Regs Adminiſtrazjas 
over us. 

Es thi Proteſtant Saccelſion,”  thiſe true 
Proteſtant Subjed?s (however cumpell d to be 
Diſſenters #0 humane Cerewonies in Divine 


Ser vice Equalling, if nat Excelling in Stnad- 
faſtmeſs the moſt, may hope this Plea ſhall not be 


put by, but x a it mill be ſo accepted. and an- 


ver d, as that be bencefarward, Pare 
rakers f that r Liberty, F which 
none are more intitPd, or would uſt more ro 

the Advantage of their Kin pur Coun try. 
All which Premiſes conſider d, it maſt needs 
herenpon be concluded, that whoever ſball be for 
TY the * Bondage upon Proteſt- 
ant 


i The PREE A CE. 
ant Diſſenters, ander which" they haue ſo long 
groan d; and much more, all ſuch as oppoſe or 
ab ſtruct the Liberty ſo due to, and deſerv d 
by them, theſe .oaght never more to boaſt 7 
Charity, 45 4 Badge of their Church, ſince. 
by. this Implacability, they diſcover themſelves ſo 
deſtitute of that Noble Virtue, as to be fillbd 
with the contrary Vice of, venomous Malignity; 
Ele ber . ſhould. amy Prelates beware, how they 
bew themſelves froward and forward againſt. 
theſe true Proteſtants. ; for ſo will they bring to 
mind, the Poets old Complaint of the Defetts 
of all Church Litanies in this Reſpe; 
All Litanies in This have wanted Faith,  . © 
"There's. No Deliver us from a PRELATE'S Wrath! 
© Freſh Views of which, will ſet ſuch as ſee | 
them, apon breathing out, part of 4 Poetical 
Litany, calculated for this Caſe, , 


From a Ceremony Monger, who rails at Difſenters,  . 
And damns Nonconformiſth, when the Pulpit he enters, 
Tho' all the Week long, his own Soul he veritures ; . - 


Such Petitions cannot. be thought improper to: 
be put up, for Deliverance from thoſe pretended.” 
Proteſtant Prelates or Prieſts, who | expreſs. | 
vaſtly more Tenderneſs for the vileſt Rebels. 
and Papiſts, than for true Proteſtant Diſ- 
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ſenters/ | 


f 


— 


* 


r WD - "0 10G CT "LOEWS TREATS 
. 8 5 r >, OS 


Ai, moſt ſacred: Inſtitution, Who not only ſaf- 
er, but deſire the Continu ante, and oppoſe the 


„ The 'P'R'E FA GB. i 
But ſuch Iuconſiſtencies maſt be expected from 
Bigots to « Party, who are deſtitute of the Power 
of Religion; of which we have à ſad Inſtance in 
the common Cry of, Sacriledge! Sacriledge ! a. 

ainſt ſuch poor Wretches, as at any time make 
bold with the Communion. Plaue, for which they 
will be proſecuted with the utmoſt. Virulence an. 
to the Death; 


Removal of ſuch a Sacrilegious Prophanation bf 
the Holy Sacrament, and all from an inveterate 
Odium to ſueb Conſcientions Proteſtant. Dil. 
ſenters, as cannot comply with the moſt Irreli 
gious Abuſe of this moſt Religious Appoint- 
ant! Whereupon methinks, the Sound of that ſe- 
vere Seripture Cenſurt, [ould ever be in the 
Ears of ſuch furious Bigots, Thou which teach 


12 abhorreft Idols, doſt Thou commit Sucri - 
Now while theſe Diſſenters are thus de- 


tended, and their _ pleaded by 4 diſin- 


tereſted 


fi The PR EFA Ct 
tereſted Friend, it would be moſt diſingenious 


$ * 
: 


| for any of them, to diſcover themſelves ſuch 
ö 2 Bigors, 4 to be offended at hjs honeſt 


o 


Opening their ſundry Party. Diviſions ; for ſo Nt 


doing, they would take by "the Left Hand, the Yi 


Service which is done them with the Right, e 
the Relation here made of theſe their Diviſions, o 
being from Neceſſity more than Choice; for In 
their Advantage, not Damage; to enforce the 4 
Argument for their Liberty, and to anſwer l. 
the grand Objection againſt it; their Infirmi- | 
ties here laid open, 1 to convince the 
Church of England, that no Diſſenters are f 
ſo formidable, as to expoſe them to the Danger IN / 
ſo much dreaded, and about which ſuch a conti- ( 
mud (lamour is made by their Antagoniſts, on || 
Jet purpoſe to hinder them of their due Liberty 1 
I Bens, that the Diviſions here mention d, 4 
are ſuch as are but too obvious to all Obſervers, c. 
for which the Diſſenters ought not -yet to be n 


reproach d by any, among whom can be ſbemn n 
Rents and Party-Splittings no leſs numerous, t. 


and much more odious; ſuch Cenſurers being 4 
at leaſt in the ſame Condemnation; the Papiſts | 
eſpecially, who are fill d with the moſt monſtrous 
Contentions, of which we have at preſent a fla- 
rant Inſtance in Prancg:: Nor are the Pre- 
tiſts, with all their Pretences to Uniformity, 
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Free from full as many grand Diviſions, as are 
found among the Diſſenters, and ſome - f 
them much” more pernicious to the State and 1 
. | 1 Church; 
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no them. 


| ſenters willing to be advis d, | 
Vel wiſher, they would be ſo far from taling 


She PREACH! i 


ous Church; Beſides an innumerable Set of una. 
uch countable Leſſer Diſſentions found among them; © 


time be readily recounted.; ſo that the Old S. 


many of which, if need [he can at any 


the ing, Medice, cura te ipſum ! ſbould be ever | 
hr, remembred by ſuch, when they are objecting their 


own Blemiſhes to others; at ſuch a time it 


would be much better for them, to look at home, 
and caſt out their own Beams, before they buſie 


themſelves fo abundantly about their Neighbours 
Motes. £6 LS e 
And while I am thus Ren were the Diſ- 


Offence, at what is here intended for their De- 


J fence, that they ſhould rather be conſulting how 

y; ¶ to make up the Breaches among them, by caſting 

3 | ama) all Cas/es of Diviſion, and coming to the © 
J cloſeſt Coaleſcency, according to Scripture Rule; 


whereby. infinitely more Comfort and Credit 
would accrew to them all, than ever their Con- 
tentions did, or can contribute to any of 
Bat to draw to an End, that this Preface 
exceed not too much its proper Dimenſions, the 

whole ſhall be [bat up with a few Words, re- 


e the project Publication, and irs Pub- 


liſher. | | | 
This Diſcourſe, tho“ it comes out ſo late, 
after many others, mas yet ens before moſt, 
if not any on this 1 wers pulliſb d, with 
e LEES TM 


their unknowns $9@o 


the PREFACE - | 
4 Deed i indeed not 10 paſs thro the Pres, # 

e for the Author would put no crambe 
Matter upon 
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emitted, tho” thus late, for which yet — Ret 
Bir Apology of the, Old Proverb, Better lata 
than never! _ | 


ſhould be found to tale up 


his coftum, 1c ſecond-hande 
3 nor lead the Preſs with the leaſt, Super- 


flaity, a « their manner, who want to le 
— in Print, or 40 get 4 fey Pence; A ſuch 


* of ſeeking Fame or Gain, be. 
7 7 6% 1 55 Author, - he. bath 
D ogy delay Pebliention, fill nam 4b 


tft, Na, OY ver Tome have 2 form d 
«pon, | 


muell better than othets, naue have 
ay ſo mach a5 hinted a, many Thx 


e which 
14 75 


Judges cceladed, that this Diſcourſe 


Ju, mach for the Tra, and aon 2 
the Author, rer mom the firſt E ui 
ner ads, in order £0 judge of th Ie 
according to the Reader's Aﬀottion or Averſion 
nee; | cer; 3 Ky . prevent which partial 
epdin | Fapgrals el. — 


1 f. 
b Naw, Bagce, yet that — 


wh dating thi Diſcourſe may 


for ar faßt qa i bite arrinſol 8 


Only 


will be found here, nor any of theſe, — 
in this Manner, it was bereupon, b 
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good or ill « OY 2 Perſon, be byaſs'd ta | 
Jake ee dale F His Mort, be alagſes to con- 
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he aims 4 | 
at "the — of — without 


the leaſt Profit to himſelf ; aud further 


Negative Way, he profeſſes himſelf. to nd ne 
Party Bigot, no deſigning Perſon, not ane that: - 
projects for bunſelf les ſmalleſt Proferment ar 
P erquiſite, were the full Liberty he eads for, | 
obtains by theſe whe Durand ert he con- 

ceives it to be; l is not malicious 2 amy, 
nor apbitions 25 mam, tho" he can both reſent 


and reflect, as the Caſe dath require; but fil 


without Malignity, aud with the. Hricteſt Vee. 


x racity ;. ſo: that how ſtrange or | ſharp ſewer 


any thing here mentiou'd may ſeem, the whole 


will lle 4 wpop firict Exanination, tobe 


Truth ts 4 Tittle ; other than which he dare 
nat, on any Acconnt, utter; for he is 10 rigid a 
Votary to Truth, 1 tho for bis cloſe following 
it, be ſhould run the Riſque of having not an- 

bis Teeth, but his Brains beat ont (of which 

| bath not been. alrogerber out. of Danger in 
Timer paſt, and to which he may probably be 
F Expor'd ) yet will. he herein maintain bis 


ntegrity, and with Impartiality wilt ftill ſpeak 


the Truth; of which he hath yet a ue Re- 


3 to 


i Le 


elt ing the Diſſenters 
TA rem in oh — 


Obſervation ; Ru 
the | 


74, ſa-ach. Ter 


xiĩ FPR 
the Humour of the e ach Yu for Little 
at à time, it is thought | proper at the pre- 
ſent, to Emit no more than this Traci, towhich, 
if lind Reception be given, there may in time 
be added, ſuch a ſpecial Defence of the Diſ- 
ſenters, 4s will clear them from a Set of vile 
Imputations, under which they have for 4 long 
time lain, without being fo fully vindicated 
therefrom, as their Go clofely conſider d, evi. 
gently admits; all which wif be moſt manifeſt, 
7 the Apology here mention d, ſhall ever be 
ought to Light, out of the Obſcarity, in which 
it hath gerd of buried by ee Author; who | 
propoſine to himſelf no Manner of Perſonal Be- 
an $a be pleas'd in His Pri 2 beyond 
Expreſſion, ſurh is his paſſionate Concern for 
the Welfare of the Nation, - if ſo be, he may * 
bat fee the beſt of Natives (and ſurely amono | 
_ the Diſſenters ſuch will be found) juſtly poffe 1 
of, and veſted in that Liberty, to whizh by 
the enſuing Diſcourſe it doth appear, they have 
the. fulleſt and faireſt Right, and which it 
pill ſeem the greateſt Upkinaneſs and Injuſtice to 
deny them, at this Juncture, when an Act of 
Grace is preparing by tbe : KING's eſpecial Di- 
rection, 2 9 are obſtinately bent on 
the Ruin of their Country; Vpon which, can 
the Diſſenters in Reaſon expect Leſs, than 
that, themſelves having ever been moſt reſo- 
lutely bent on ſeeking the Wellfare of their 
Country, they ſhould be Gratify'd with an Act n 


n | 
2 | 
* 
ir 
N 
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Popiſh 4 Prelatical Rebels, "who have ſp 


ro Either 


vs 4. 
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for b compleat Liberty ? 4 Denyal of which to 
theſe moſt Loyal Sabjects, at ſuch a time, when 
- Favour is — to be extended to Rebels, and 
the vileſt Wretches, will be a perpetual Re- 
proach pon all, eſpecially thoſe help'd by Diſ- 
ſenters into Park) who: ſhall contribute to 
the Continuance +4 Hardſhips upon Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, at the ſame time they are 
lightning the Hand of -Fuſtice, unto thoſe 


well deſervd to feel its Heavieſt Strokes; Such 
Reſpect to the worſt, : with a N eglect the 
belt of Subjects, can ' Surely never be anſwer d 

Chriltian "Cy or Common 


But in. cal this, FIG dime ſorvis bay „ Mi- 
niſters way be found, (tho one would 23 the 
Late Purges have C ontribated 10 4 Clearing in 
this Reſpect) Ter (procul, hine procul, ite 
prophani) far, far, from Every one, be Every 
Evil Thought of our Excellent Monarch, 7 
ter the Royal Acknowledgment he hath been 
add to make, that; „ He is fully convinc d 
* the Loyalty and Zeal of the Proteſtant 
iſſenters !“ I» Return to which Noble De- 
Nene May our Good be aſſur d, that 
the Longer He Lives (and the God of - Hea- 
Ven prolon His Days: upon Earth) the Stron ger 
will His Experience be, of the Fidelity of theſe 


A, moſt Loyal and Zealous Subjects; of 
—_— Au able modern Writer gore "this tho? 


ho- 


r The: PARA 
8 yet faithful Atcouat, © Perhaps 
2 eie be) They are the Only Body of - Meu 
n ile Kyngdom,. —_— proper Loy- 
' alty, that 45, ſtanding .by the — the 

4 Land, and the lanref of their Connery, wher 
4 all others in their Turns, hou by Court Hat- 
| « teries, werldly . Preferments, aud treacherous 
be Principles been drawn,. at one time, or o- 


& ther, into Cnc” ＋ 4 to betr "I 6 
This Teſtimony will . CEORGH GE, the 
F \ fo be true of the 


| Difſenters. i General; No, whatever (San- 
ballats aud Tobijahs) Par Lords and Lead. 
ers are grieved hered? Euceelingly, have Ever 
thankfully Expreſt, their publick and privdte 
Gratitude #0 GOD, fur ſondimg to, and ſet- 
ting over u. A MAN, who ſeeks the Wel- 
fare of His — Max of, Under- 
ſtanding and Knowledge, &y whoſe wiſe a 
Ready Adminiſtration the State may be pro- 
long d and profper'd 1 it * to le hopd, 
that in His Reign, Adee ſal go 
Hand in Hand, ai th weſt Ber L, wit 
. out being ſeparated; here RAG duh 
3 and found For which ſes — xvi, 
125 13. Ch, Xx. 26. and xv. 5. with xxix. 
4. 14. with commending the Age CG —— 
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The Erd of Lie to DI SSENTERS 
Clearly Evinc a. f 


— ISS ENT ERS have as 
RE much Natural, National, 

A Rational, and Religious 
Right to Liberty, in an 
Exemption from Penal- 
ties, and Enjoyment of 
Privileges, as any other 
Subjects of what Deno- 
mination ſoever. This 


is what I poſitively Affirm, and ſhall now ſet 
my ſelf evidently to Confirm. 
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I. DISSENTERS have as atural 
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Right to Liberty, as am Subſects, being Born 


in common with 4; they are Freeborn, come 


. more bridled and ſaddled into the World for 
Slaves, than the beſt ; yea, Liberty is not only 44 


much their Birthright as of any Natives, be they 
who, or what they will; Zut, in fome ſenſe, 
they have a Natural Birthright to Liberty beyond 
their Oppoſites ; for they come into the World 
with innate Principles of Liberty, infus'd into 
them by their Parents with their very Beings; 


whereas their Antagoniſts ſeem born with No- 
tions of being, and Deſires of becoming, Slaves; 


as valuing themſelves on Principles of Slavery, 


which lead them to give up themſelves, and their 
. Poſterity, to the arbitrary Rule or Luſt of: thoſe, 
to whom they profeſs an abſurd, abſolute, unli- 
mited, unconditional Paſſive Obedience; from 
which conceit of being born paſſive Slaves, Di- 
enters are free from their Nativity; in which | 


reſpe& they being truly Lihers nati, ſhould there- 
fore be Liberati; ſuch freeborn Children ſhould 
inherit full Freedom, as being born to equal Pri- 
vileges with any, and with Principles of Liberty 


beyond mam, whereby they muſt be own'd to be 


more entitled to Liberty by Birth, than ſuch can 
be, wbo are begot and brought. forth with baſe 
yy mpg ror to Slavery „ | EF: 
Hl. DISSENTERS have much National 
Right to the Liberty of Subjects, c any Natives 
can pretend to ; for they are as much of the 
fe & bene Eſſe (the very being and well being) 
f the Nation, as any other Subjects; they are 
4 ſubſtantial, as uſefal, as profitable, a credi- 
table parts of the Nation as avy of their Rank ; 


2 2 nen hos 


=. By 


+ and therefore have 44 much National Right to as 
a bull a berry of Subjects, « the belt; there are 
e none can put in more fair and full claims to com- 
pleat Liberty than Diſſinters, whoſe Principles and 
Practices have ever been conſonant and conſtant to 
tte /appore of the National Liberty; and the ſup- 
1 preſſion of all Efforts of Tyranny, which have had any 
tendency to envaſſalage the Nation by Slavery. 
d DISSENT ERS have ever approved them- 
0 ſelves Buttreſſes and Bulwarks of the National 
„Liberty to ſuch a Degree, that but for them, the 
„ Land had been long ſince delug d in an irreme- | 
„ Jileſs ſtate of Slavery, under a mercileſs deſpotick 
„Vim againſt which, who have fraggled or 
fer like the Diſſenters ? On which account 
Wave an equal, if not a ſuperiour claim of a 
BEST DES which, they do contribute their 


\ bode, as the beſt? 
2. They Trade as muth, if not ore, confider- 
ng their number; than others: Do any (contriz 
dute more to the enriching ef the Nation by 
Traffick than Diſſenters * Tho! for this, by ſome 
proud Priefts and purſy Drones, who grow fat 


* dy their Induſtry, they are often reproach'd as 
2 I 7; 267 cf 50g 05D PHLES 
i- 3 They greatly.corich the publick Treaſory, 


by the Tribute which they bring to it, from their 
large Traffick and Eſta = whereby howeyer uy 
FM” * 
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Subjects whatſoever. , | 
III. DISSENTERS alſo. thus appear to be 
| berty any Subjects can claim; Reaſon itſelf pleads 


call into queſtion, a 


Pear by the Sequel. 


a 


depretiate them, they appear to be ſubſtantial 
and profitable Parts of the Nation. 


4. And do they not undergo as much, if not 
more Trouble than moſt in the Nation, without 
the leaſt ſnare of the Profit and Honour, with 


which others are loaded? Al the mean ſervile 
Offices of Scavingers, Conſtables, Headborows, 


Tythingmen, Sideſmen, Jurymen, Overſeers, 


and Churchwardens, 4 {uch tireſome, trouble- 


Tome Places they are thruſt into, by thoſe who as 
violently keep them out of all honourable, pro- 


fitable Poſts, which their Enemies inordinately 
and wnreaſonably not only ingroſs to themſelves, 
but are ſo unconſcionable as to lay Fines upon them 


for not holding, tho' they have excluded them 
therefrom; for the teſtimony of a good Conſci- 
ence, in not conforming to their unſcriptural 


-  Impoſitions '- Whereupon the injur'd :Difſenters 


having hitherto been thus burden'd in all charge- 
able and cumberſome ways, 'which yet have not 
been unuſeſul to the Nation, how unſucceſsful ſo-| 
ever to thoſe who undergo them, have ſurely at 
laſt Grounds to hope for all kinds of Liberty, to 
which they have as much' Narional Right as any 


+ 


intitled to a Rational Right unto the utmoſt Li- 


for their full Liberty in al things as born to all 
Natural Right, and having ſuch obvious Titles 
to all National Right, which none can in Reaſon 

ſti fter what hath been already 
faid and proved, and what will yet further ap- 


For 


[5] | 
For Reaſon ſays, they who have born up Li- 
berty, who have ſtood above any, at all times for it 
in the Gap, who have hazarded their Lives in the 
high Places for it, ſhould ſhare in all Liberty, as 


much at leaſt, if not more than any: If they ſhould 


not eat of the good of the Land, the Proſperity 


of which they have ever cultivated, who ſhould ? 


Surely their Mouths ſhould not be muzzled who 
have trod out that corn of Liberty, without which 
we muſt all have been famiſh'd and undone by 75- 
ranny! They who have plow'd and threſh'd for 
Liberty above any, in Reaſon may hope they ſhall, 


and Reaſon ſays they ſhould at laſt partake of that 


Liberty equally with any ; for ſurely Reaſon would 
that they ſhould, and if Reaſon take place they 
ſhall be thus privileged ; Nor are there any in 
power, but ſo far as they are under the power of 
Reaſon, they muſt acknowledge thus much, whes 
ther they be 7 er OE > 
High- Church, or Tories; 
Low- Church, or Whigs; . 
New - Church, or Nonjurors; 1 
Mo- Church, or Freethinkers ; e 

For ſq many, no fewer General Factions, beſides all 


* 


their Leſſer particular Fancies, are to be found a- 


mong thoſe who pretend moſt to Uniformity; in 
conſideration of which their Ifirmity, it is in Chas 
rity to be hop'd, they will contribute to the Liberty 
which their Reaſon will tell them is ſo much the 


| Due of Diſſenters. 


1. The High- Church or Tories, if they be not, 
as I would in Charity hope they are not, Papiſts, 
are bound to thank GOD that the Diſſenters ſo 
held their Integrity, as that they fell not in with 
the Temptations ſo often laid before them, to 


comply with thoſe meaſures in Charles the 24, 


James 


? 


_ . 


if they had - ſucceeded, would have brought. in 
Nome and France; with their conſtant Concomi- 
tants, Popery and davery, with a full tyde upon' the 
whole Nation: Theſe Yokes, which neither they 
nor their Fathers could ever bear, and of which 
alas! they would ſoon have been weary, how de- 


ſirous ſoever they ſeem'd to be in their hear and 


. ſpite to put them on, they muſt thank the Diſſen- 
= for keeping of from their Necks. Where- 
upon, in Reaſon, ought they not to ſtudy the gra- 
tification-of the poor Diſſenters ? who have flood 
their bef Friends, though 2inf their own Wills, 


* 


to the preſervation of their Eſtates and Liber- 


ties, yea, their Lives and Families from the inevi- 


table Ruins, they had al fallen into long ſince, 
but for the ſingular Honeſty and Induftry of theſe 


* 


deipiſed Dem.... 
25 And for Low- Church, or Whigs, let them af 
know, whatever conceit um of them have of 


themſelves, as to their Policy and Ability, they 


could not have - ſtood, ur bore up againſt their 
Antagoniſts, had they nor been perpetually and 


induſtriouſly. ſhor'd and propt up by the Dies. 


ters, Who have ever ſtuck cleſe 2 them, antl tat - 
ried the Cauſe often for them in Elections, Gr. 
which they muſt many a time have loſt; hu for 


theſe their ſtaneh and ſteady Friends; to whem 
they will be moſt ungrateful, if they de not all 


that in them lies, retaliate their old and firm 
Kindneſſes, by breaking thoſe unteaſonable Yoaks, 


that have moſt unmercifully, for ſo long a time, 
ald the Necks of theſe their faſteſt Friends; 
recompence to whom, if all Zow-Church Whigs 


do not join as one; in this high Act of Reaſon and 


Gratitude, ſurely the very Stones (I might fay | 


the 


K KK K oo» 


eo o ee 0 => nw 


N 


„ : 

the Toric) will cry out againſt them, and be rea- 
dy to ſay to the Difenegrs, © We your Enemies 
« vod not have dose ſo baſely by you, had yon 
&« ſtood by us, as you have by theſe your counter 
« feit Friends; whereupon who can but exclaim } 


—udet her opprobria nobst 


3. Nor can the M- Church Monjurants in Rea- 
ſen refuſt their helping band for procuring this 
proper Liberty to the Diſſanters, ina ſmuch as them 
ſelves ſtand in much greater need of favour; their 
new · fangl'd notions of the Pontificale s Supremacy 
above the Regale, being iofinitely more pernicious 
to the Peace and Proſperity of the State, than any 
thing that can be. truly objected to the Diſſenters 3 
theſe Perkinites hereby ſetting up a New-Church 
of Exgland, in oppoſition to the Oid, which every 
one knows, was. founded and Eftabliſh'd % fully 
upon the King's Supremacy, that the Headſhip 
of the Pope himſelf was in a tenſe transferr'd di- 
rectly to the Prince, who hereupon is ſo frequent- 
ly — in State and 1 Supream Gover- 
nour of the Church of England, having Supream Au- 
tharity in Cauſes Ecclefiaſtical, to ſuch a degree, that 
after the fir Canon hath maintain'd the King's 
Supremacy over the Church in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical; 
ſa, as that His Power is ſaid to be the Higheſt 
Power under GOD: The Second Canon hereon 
excommunicates thoſe who. affirm. the contrary ; 
whereupan truly are they ſtil'd the New-Church 
of England, who: would advance the Prieſtiy Power 
unto an Independency from, and Superiority over © 
the Princely ; and tho" they be but an inconfider- 
able Crew, yet have they the Impudence to ſtile 

1 8 themſelves 
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themſelves the only true Catholick Church of 


England, damning all for Schiſmaticis, who diſſent 
from them; ſo returning the odious name of Sch;/- 


maticks to thoſe, who have ſo long loaded others 


with it, to their Shame and Scandal; now all 
theſe, to a Man, being Diſſenters from the paſt and 


preſent Eſtabliſhment of the Church of England, for 
their own? ſakes, ought readily in Reaſon, to be ſtre- 


nuous for a compleat Liberty to the old true Pro- 


teſtant Diſſenters, none ſtanding in more need of it, 
tho? others have much more Right to it, than theſe 
whimſical new-fangled Nonconſormiſts. 


4. And then, for the No-Church Freethinkers, 


who however they are baptiz'd into, and lay claim 


unto a Relation to the National Church, while by 


their wild Notions in owning »o Church Ordinances, 


or Officers, to be of divine Inſtitution, they really 


overthrow Al Church Order, and ſo are trul/ 
termed No Church Men. Theſe Al of them being 


in Principle (ſo far as ſuch Libertines may be al- | 
low'd to have any Principles) Diſſenters from the | 


Eſtabliſh'd Church, and for their Practice, wanting 
the utmoſt Liberty, cannot, if they uſe the Reaſon 
they pretend to be Maſters of, but plead for per- 
fect Liberty to all thoſe, who realy, tho* not ſeeming- 
ly to all, are much leſs Diſſenters from the Church 
than themſelves, who being at beſt but meer Sta- 
tiſts in Religion, as the Herodians of old, or Era- 


ftians, and Socinians of late, for outward comply- 


ance with the Religion of their Country, whatever 
it is, ſhould be moſt favourable to thoſe, who are 
conſtrain'd by Conſcience to be Diſſenters, upon a 


_ vaſtly more Solid Foundation, than its poſlible for 


fuch Scepticłs to build. 7 
THUS again, if Reaſon may take place, all 
that cry up the Reſtoration in 1660, as a Bleſſing, 


ſhould 
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VVV 
ſhould ſtand up for Liberty to the Diſſenters, they 
having been more inſtrumental therein, than any 
Cavaliers then could be, inſomuch, that one thus 
Sarcaſtically upbraids them on this account, 


But the Presbyter Puppies needs the King muſt 


reſtore, 3 
Though by bringing him in, they ſhut themſelves 
out of 1 „ 


And for thoſe who honour the Revolution in 
1688, they cannot in Reaſon, but be for the ut- 
moſt Liberty to Diſſenters, ſince they contributed 
ſo much to it, by refuſing to fall in with al K. 
James's Offers of Advantages to them, if they 
would but have help'd him to pull down. the 


Church of England; the Heads of which then, 


* 


both Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal, promiſed the 


Diſſenters exceeding fair, for being ſo ſtanch in 
their Fidelity, though like Pharaoh's Butler, the 


Church hath never yet found a time, to make 
thoſe Words good, by any Such good Works, As 
were engag'd to be perform'd for theſe ſuffering 


Joſephs, who ſtood ſo true to them in their time 


of need: 


And for that aſtoniſhing Rotation in 1914; 
when King George came to the Crown, on that 


memorable day, when the malicious Schiſm Bill 
commenc'd, which was projected as a Puniſh- 


ment to the Diſſenters, for their Fidelity to the 


Proteſt ant Intereſt, and the Houſe of Hanover; if 


any in the Nation, without any other Advantage. 


by ſuch a turn, than what they had before, have 
been So thankful for this acceſſion to the Crown, 


or So faithful to this Family, As the Diſſenters, 


they are content to continue the oppreſſed Sub- 


( 10. ) of | 
jets, they have ſo long injuriouſly been; where- 
upon, they cannot but in Reaſon hope, that King 
George himſelf, and every Soul of the Royal 
Houſe of Hanover, with every well Wiſner to 
the King and his Family, will unanimouſly and 
induſtriouſly promote the Common Liberty of 
Difſenters, who durſt vye with any, and haply 
will be found to excel moſt of the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church, in univerſal and unſhaken Loyalty to 
King George and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, — 

And yet once more, all thoſe who profeſs. an 
abhorrence.to the Late moſt Irrational Rebellion in 
1715, are in Reaſon bound to further the Liberty 
of Diſſenters; inaſmuch, as not only, not one of 
them was found therein, but unanimouſly did 
they by Prayers and Tears (the old Artillery of 
Chriſtians, under the unteaſonable Reſtraints 

which lye upon Diſſenters) contribute their ut- 
moſt to its Suppreſſion; Tea, thoſe under Arms, 
who acted moſt vigorouſly againſt, and ſuffered 
moſt ſeverely from the Rebels, are ſaid to be the 


Gallant Remains of that famous old Cameronian 


Regiment, which hath ſo often diſt inguiſh'd its 
ſelf by its daring Performances: And yet fur- 
ther, there were not wanting of the Diſſenters, 
who were active, full as far as the unreaſonable 


Reſtraints they are under, did permit, in op- 


poſing the Incendiaries at that time; and all of 
them were ready to have appear'd againſt them 
upon the firſ Summons from Lawful Authority: 
Nor are there any, can pretend to have ſuffer'd 
like perſonal. Inſults and Jyjuries in their Dwel- 
lings, Meetings, &c. for their Loyalty, as the 
Diſſenters, who have been fartheſt of all from har- 
bouring So much as a Rebellious Spirit, which 
for this Laſt thirty Years, ſeems to have take 
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poſſeſſion of, and to have been found chiefly 4. 
mong thoſe who have moſt violently and injuri- 
ouſſy laid their own Crimes, to the Charge of 
their much more Innocent Countrymen ; all the 
late Plots, Aſſaſſinations, Treaſons, Rebellions, 
&c. having been concerted h), and confin'd to 
ſome of the Church of England, in conjunction 
with the Papiſts; not one true Proteſtant Diſſenter 
having been concern'd in any one of all the Con- 
ſpiracies, which have in latter Days been brought 
to Light; On which Conſideration, Surely the 
Diſſenters in Reaſon may hope, to have their Li- 
ber ty promoted by all, whoſe Souls are fill'd with 
Deteſtation of a Rebellion, which the Diſſenters 
were moſt averſe to, and moſt active againſt, to 
the utmoſt of their Ability, of which the Good 
of the Nation, and the Suppreſſion of all future 
and threaten'd Rebelliont, call for an Enlargement, 
by a plenary Grant of this their deſired Liberty, 
which cannot in Reaſon be longer with-held from. 
theſe beſt Friends of the Nation, if an Ad of 
Grace is given to their worſt Enemies; for ever 
future Age, will certainly Cry Shame upon the 
preſent, if Favour ſhall be now ſhown to the vileſt 
Incendiaries, and be deny'd to the moſt ſteady De- 
fenders of the publick Liberty, and the Proteſtant 
im | | 8 


IV. And now laſtly, for a Religious Right to a 
full and free Liberty of Subjects, All, who have 
any Religion at all, muſt needs grant, the Diſ⸗ 
ſenters lay as fair a Claim to Liberty in this reſ- 
pect, as any Subjects can pretend to, the grand 
Law enjoyn'd by our Common LORD and $1- 
viour FESUS CHRIST upon ail His Fol- 
lowers, is, „ To do to others, as they would 

„„ C2 T haye 
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( 120 8 
cc have others do to them: Whereupon, ſurely, 
whoever would not be depriv'd of their own 
Liberty, ſuch ſhould not by any means deprive o- 
thers of their due Liberty: All who own the 
Holy Scripture to be the Rule of their Religion, 


are obliged thereby, To love their Neighbours 


c as themſelves, to oppreſs none, to deny none 


c their Right, to give to a their Dues, to be 
„ honeſt and juſt to a Men, to defraud none, to 
c break every unequal Yoak, to ſet the oppreſſed | 
cc free, to be courteous to ell, not ſo much as to 


ce grudge againſt, or to grieve any, leaſt of all 
$ to refuſe Juſtice to any, or to do any ſuch In- 
< juſtice, as to ſuppreſs their Right; as the 
manaer of ſuch is, who firſt compoſe and then im- 
poſe humane Rites in Religious Worſhip on o- 
thers, whereby they ſeek to enſnare and expoſe 
ſuch conſcientious Perſons, as juſtly ſcruple to 


worſhip G O D otherwiſe. than they are war- 


ranted by His Word, by which Methods, they | 


firſt make Diſſenters of ſuch, and then afterwards 


deny them that Right, to which none can be 
more entit*led by Nature, by. their Relation to 
the Nation, by ang and even by Religion itſelf; 

ind ut this matter be duly conſi- 
der'd, and it will be found, that People become 
Diſſenters more of force than of choice, they are 
made, rather than make themſelves, Diſſenters, for 


by unſcriptural Gmpoſitions, turn'd into State In- 


poſitions on their Conſciences, they are compell'd 
to be ſuch, in Faithfulneſs, and by that Allegiance 
they owe to the Supream GOD, who alone is 
LORD of al Conſciences, and of His Church, 
and who only therefore can make Laws for His 
own Worſhip, as the Lord of Bangor in bis late 
Sermon before the Xing, hath admirably —_ 


a A N 
D 


(613) 


and evidently Evinc'd; in which Apprehenfion 


it is, that ſuch as durſt not give away GO Ds 
Glory to another, nor ſet up any Mortal in the 


Seat of the Almighty, are of neceſſity conſtrain'd 
to become Diſſenters; as all Loyal Subjects, to a 


Rightful Sovereign muſt needs be, to all Laws 
compos'd and impos d upon them by any Uſurper; 
and ſurely the worſt of all Uſurpers are they, 
who aſſume a Power of compoſing and impoſing 
any thing in the Worſhip of GO D, not according 
to, nor warranted by Holy reveaPd Writ, which 
the Church of England, and all Proteftants, in 
Words do acknowledge, however in Works they de- 
ny, to be the only Rule for al Faith and Order, 
Belief and Practice, Worſhip and Works of Men : 


And by this Rule it is we ſee, that not Diſſenter: 


only from the Religion of the Nations, wherein 
they liv'd, but ſuch alſo as were Foreigners unto 
thoſe Nations, and who accounted the Religions 
Eſtabliſh'd by Law therein, to be the Worſhip of 
Devils, were yet admitted to the greateſt publick 
Stations for Service of the State, in common 
with the chiefeſt of the Eſtabliſh'd National 


Church; for ſo were Joſeph and Moſes in Egypt; 


ſo were Daniel and his Companions in Babylon, and 
Mordecas and Nehemiah in Perſia, &c. In confor- 


mity to which Heathen courteſie, that herein 


they be not outdone by ſuch Barbarians, thoſe of 
the Church of England, ſure, will eſteem them. 
ſelves, by Religion bound, to ſeek and ſet up the 
Liberty of Diſſentert, who own the ſame Rule of 
Faith and Order with themſelves, and who are 
made Diſſenters by them, only for being more faiths 
ful to it than themſelves ; notwithſtanding which 


they have yet ſtuck to them in all their Piſtreſſes, 


and in every Exigence been /o true to them as 
3 8 Pro- 
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Proteſtants, however they have been perſecuted 


by them for being the Diſſenters they. firſt made 
them, that the Church owes its ſtanding and flou- 
riſhing much unto theſe, who, tho* they are bound 
to Diſſent from its Rites and Ceremonies, have 
yet ever reſiſted thoſe Popiſh Enemies, that have 
fought its utter Overthrow ; whereupon, as they 
have been made Diſſenters, only by Compoſitions and 
Impoſitions upon them, which they cannot in Con- 
ſcience comply with; Religion itſelf obliges all 
the Votaries of it, to ſet them free from 4 Hard- 


ſhips, to which they are expos'd for this their 


Teſtimony of a good Conſcience ; and indeed 
otherwiſe, the greateſt Injuſtice will continue to 
be done to them, who being firſt driven from the 
National Communion, and compell'd to be Diſ- 
ſenters, by Exotick Humane Inventions and Intru- 
fions, .in Divine things, are thereupon depriv'd of 
their Natural, National, Rational, and Religious 


Rights. 


Fut above all, doth not true Religion oblige all, 
who own our only LOR D and Saviour JESUS 


CHRIST to be the Author, and Finiſher of 


their Faith, totally to. take away that horrid Pro- 


Phanation of the Bleſſed Sacrament, by which it is 


baſely proſtituted to the moſt ſervile Ends, of qua- 


lifying the worſt of Sinners, for ſecular Prefer- 


ment? which is ſo derogatory to the Honour of 
our great Head and Hope of Salvation, that all who 
are Loyal to Him, cannot but be reſtleſs till this 


moſt ſcandalous Abuſe of His Divine appointment 


be remov'd; and all ſorts of Proteſtants be reſtor'd 
to their due Liberty of ſerving the Publick, without 
this moſt infamous Impoſition, which Religion ab- 
hors, as moſt oppoſite to the Deſgn and Dignity of 
GOD our Saviour in this His ſacred Inſtitution. - 


Where- 
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4 CAS. 
- Whereupon, let every Soul, that profeſſetn 
the Chriſtian Religion, ſeriouſly conſider, how equi- 
table it is, that at laſt, al thoſe. hard and heavy 
Yokes, which have lain ſo long upon the Necks of 
the beſt Subjects, ſhould. be altogether broke, that 
they might be wholly ſet free from ' all Penalties” 
which prevent their being as uſeful to the Publick 
as Otherwiſe they could and would be. 
Does not Religion its ſelf bind al to give unto all, 
full Liberty from that Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny, which 
oppreſſes and diſtreſſes the moſt Conſcientious, 
only becauſe of their ſtedfaſt Loyalty to GOD 
Almighty ? For this, in plain terms, is the ſhort 
of the Caſe ; the continued Oppreſſion of Diſ- 
ſenters, in withholding from them their Natural, 
National. Rational, and Religious Rights, is altoge- 
ther from the prevalency of a /eſs conſcientious, 
however more numerous Faction, which lays thoſe 
heavy Burthens on them, becauſe they take them 
for more tender in Spirit, and weaker in Strength, 
than themſelves; but whether it is the Wiſdom 
and Advantage of a Government, to ſuffer any 
longer ſuch Oppreſſions, as will of courſe weaken 
their People and Power, to lie upon any, not to 
ſay upon the beſt of Subjects, is left to their moſt. 
ſolemn Conſideration ; eſpecially at ſuch a Jun- 
ure, when the Condition of King and Country 
calls for the help of 2 Heads, Hearts, and Hands, 
to ſuppreſs the Deviliſh inteſtine Combinations 
of unnatural Natives, and the intended deſtru- 
ive Invaſions from furious Foreigners, headed by 
the moſt imperious and impetuous of Mortals, 
attended with a Rout of barbarous and abſolute 
Vaſſils, who knowing no Pity or Compaſſion, 
but coming wholly for Prey, will zot, as ſome 
fooliſhly flatter themſelves, make any Difference 
56 | between 


FF. 16 A 
between Friends and Foes, bat with Fury and 
Rapine, Fire and Sword, will make an abſolute 
End, as much as in them lies, both of the Li- 
berty and Lives, of all that ſtand in the way of 
their Luſt and Rage: In conſideration whereof 
I ſay, ſure the Souls of all, that are ſet upon 
the common Good of the Nation, and the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, will be for ſetting all at Li- 
berty, to help in this and every Caſe, that calls 
for the Aid of all Natives, who are not weary 
of whatever is tender and valuable to them in 
this World, and which leads in the right way to 
a happy Eternity! Againſt / which our Feli- 
city, Such a numerous Clan of Rebels, Papiſts, 
| Goths, Vandals, Vaſlals and Villains of all ſorts, 
are in & Curſed a Combination, that they flatter 
_ themſelves with Succeſs, if theſe Diſſenters, who 
have ever appear'd moſt zealous for the publick 
Good, are ſtill deny'd their Liberty; the Granting 
of which will be the moſt Likely means of de- 
feating all the Crafty and Cruel Contrivances, 
of a Reſtleſs Faction at Home, and Ravening Ene- 
mies from Abroad, which fully Evinces, not on- 

ly the Equity, but the Neceſſity alſo, of indulging 
the Diſſenters in All their due and deſired Liberty 
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„ The Grand, Object ion againſt Liberty to 
„ PISSENTERS, fairly Anſver'd. 


F 


HE moſt popular Objeftion;: 


„ nog'd, to be thereby ex- 


* 


40 pos'd; » for ſuch Enemies, as envy them 

their Liberty, are ready to ſay; If Diſſenters 

« have the ſame Advantages with us in the Sate, 
225 So D | 


& then 


| 0G. 
| tt then will they pull down the Church, and ſet 
| © yp their own ſelves in the room of it; Now. 
if this Clamour ſhall be found (as upon due 
Conſideration it will evidently appear) to be a 
groundleſs Fancy, and: frivolons Cavil, then 
will the Way be made moſt clear, for equal Li- 
berty to Diſſenters, with any other Subjects; where- 
upon, it ſhall be made moſt obvious to all conſi- 
derate Perſons, that they cannot poſſibly ſo en- 
danger the Church, & to ſet up themſelves in 
the room of it, according to the miſtaken conceit 
of incogitant, prejudic'd People; Now of this 
there ſhall be given, the fulleſt and faireſt Evi- 
dence, that can be deſired in any Caſe, and this 
taken both from paſt and preſent Obſervation. ' | 


_ -* Firft, Let any one but call to mind, the Suc- 
_ ceſſes Diſſenters had in Times paſts in the Parlia- 
ment War, and afterwards for ſeveral Years, and 
| yer, how unſettled as to Church-Government 
they were all that time, ttill at laſt, by endleſs 
Contentions and Diviſions among themſelves, 
they let in their common Enemy, who kept 
them all under; let but any, I ſay, conſider this 
well, and they will certainly conclude, what 
could not then be accompliſt'd by Diſſenters, when 
they had the Advantage of ſuppreſſing all that 
ſtood cg them, and were back'd by the 
ſtrongeſt Force of conquering Armies, Fleets, 
e. can neuer be brought about by them: What 
even then, in the Height of their Proſperity, 
they could never agree together to ere, to wit, 
a Common National Church Government, may 
well be concluded impoſlible for them ever to ac- 
compliſh, ſince they can never propoſe to them- 
ſelves equal Advantages, Abilities, Opportuni- 


e ; 141i tee 
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van to ſay, none knows more perfectly 


Kas 
ties, or even laſtraments, tor RR. about 
W r b ä 


Geo But yet more fully to vince this, 
Let us ſee the Diſſenters in their preſent State, 
which will ſet the abſolute Impoſlibility hereof, i in 
a je. nearer View, for Y | 


#4 


& Propin fes te r agi, 


The cloſer we ſtand 75 them, the more we mall 
conclude in this matter againſt them : Obſerve 


we then, the preſent State of the Diſſenters,in their 
ſeveral Za op and it will be found morally 


impoſſible for them, to ſet up any National 
Church Government, in oppoſition to the Church 
of England; which will be moſt evident, by a ſhort 
Survey, of the. ſeveral. ſeparate. cheif Bodies of 
Difſenrers in England, whom tho 1 ſhall. qr be ſo 
wi 
be ſo plain to ſay, I know /o fully' in their ſeveral 
Parties, har I durſt be Security for them, as to 
any Danger from them in this Reſpect. 
The and leading Diviſions of Diſſenters, unto 


which all the ſmall Subdiviſions of them may 


eaſily be reduc'd, are theſe four, the 


 PRESBITERTANS, INDEPENDENTS, 


ANAB APTISTS and OVAKERS. 
| Now it is not poſſible, that From any of theſe 
Separatim,or from all of them Gnjunitim, any Dan- 
ger of this kind, can accrue to the Church fo, as 
that any of them apart, or 4% of hens: s | 
ſhould fet themſelves * above i it 1 | 


4 There i is no Danger of this Kind 5 any 


of them — from the * be the Diviſſon 
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cover itſelf from the Ruin it will be thereby run 


_ Ing Voice, for the continuance of the 1 


(20) 


which it will ; for neither is ay Party of them 
ſingly ſufficient of its ſelf, for: accompliſhing ſuch 


an end, nor will the other Diviſions ſuffer any one 


td have ſuch Succeſs above the reſt, but al of 


them, will ſet themſelves againſt whichever Party 


among them ſhould attempt ſuch a Thing; let 


but any one of theſe Parties, offer to graſp at this 
Superiority, or to arrogate this Supremacy ſo, 
as to ſet up it ſelf above the reſt, and al the o- 
ther Parties will aſſuredly fly thereupon together, 
and give ſuch a Foil and even Fall to that Party, 
that ſhould preſume on ſo bold àn 'Uſurpation 
over the reſt, that it would never be able to re- 


into; And hence alſo it appears, that 
. 45 4 Ot 47% | vv £5 * 2 8 ir 
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II. It is not-poſlible for 1 of them conjundt 
to conſpire, or unite e cloſely, 4 to accompli 


together ; for 4 theſe Parties are ſo divided 
from one another, and ſore of them ſ% much 


the Deſign of ſetting, up all themfelyes | equally 


more divided from others, h the moſt of them 


are from the Church of Englaum itſelf, that they 
all hanging together no better than Ropeès of 
Sand, will untwiſt and fall: oye from another, be- 


fore they could accompliſſ fuch ia conjunct Uſur- 


pation : Nay I durſt fo. far anſwer for them 4½, 
that were it put to the Vote of each of them 


apart; Firſt, Whether they could agree to have 


an Equality of Power divided among them altos 
gether: And Again, Whether to any one Party 


among them, they would give the Preheminence 


above all the reſt: They would ſo conclude againſt 
both theſe Motions, that they would. much rather 
and readier, give their common Conſent, and chſt- 
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of England's Dominion over them all, than agree 


others; In this matter, depend upon it, Guelph and 


Gibellne, Turk and Pope, Whis and Tory, Fire and 


Water, and in a word, the greateſt Antipathies in 
Nature, are in near à Conjunction, and will 
4 ſoon cement, as Diſſenters, herein! { 


_ _- To illuſtrate which; 1 ſhall here bring an In- 


ſtance, which carries Demonſtration beyond Dif. 
pute, of the Impoſſibility of any ſucceſsful Conjun- 
ction between the Diſſentert for Dominion, and 
this ſhall be taken from the diſtance there is be- 
tween: the wo moſt reputable Parties, of PR ES. 


BVT ERIANS and INDEPENDENT S, 


between whom, ſuch are the Feuds and Rancours, 
the Envys and Jealonfies, that, tho* they ſeem 
neateſt oſ all unto an Union, yet all Attempts of 
old, and in latter days alſo, to reconcile them, 
and make them coaleſce in one, have ever 'prov'd 
abortive, and tended rather to their farther Alie- 
nation, not to ſay Ayeriation, one from the other : 
e | | { 7M 


(22) 5 
of which we have not only ancient Records, hun 
recent Inſtances alſo; at hand whereupon it may 
be juſtly concluded, if theſe who are neareſt of 
kin among Diſſenters, cannot agree in ove, leaſt of 
all,, can the more remote and prejudic'd Parties a. 
mong them; and therefore from them conjunttly 
there is no danger of this ſort to the Church ! 
But I will come yet cloſer into this conſidera- 
tion, /ocloſe indeed, that nothing will be able to 
admit of more confirmation, than what is here aſ- 
ſerted, for I will make it plainly appear, that nor 
only can they not al agree, to ſet up all themſelves 
in like Authority, or any of themſelves in Supre- 
macy over all the reſt, hut that even in their ſe- 
veral Diviſions, each Party is ſplit and diſunited in 
it ſelf, to ſuch a degree, that no one of them all 
can /o unite, à to ſet its -awn ſelf up, were it 


never ſo conſiderable, over the others; for there 


will be found in every Faction, ſome among the 
ſame Party, who will make an oppoſition againſt 
what others, even of themſelves, ſhould offer at 
F le ei 22 phono ded in 
To make which obvious beyond contradiction, 
let us take a ſhort Inſpection of each Party; 
beginning with that of the FRESBTTERIANS, 
which is moſt talk'd of, ſo much indeed, that the 
Denomination of that Party, is given to Difenters 
e but with the greateſt Inconſideration 
and Injuſtice in the World; for ſo far, are All 
PDiſſenter from being Presbyterians,. or Precbyterians 
from being the greateſt body of Diſſenters, that l 
am bold to affirm with the utmoſt aſſurance, there 
1$ not, nor indeed can be, one ſingle practical P 
yterien in England, who doth or can fully exerciſe 


ſuch in Prigciple, the rigid Prechyterian e 


ical e, 
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form, not beingcalculated for our Engliſh Conſtituti- 


on, no, nor yet for our Inclinations; of which we 
have the plaineſt evidence imaginable, in the time 
of the long Parliament and Aſſembly, who labour'd 
might and main, to ſet up the Presbyrerian Claſſical 
Church Government, with both Scorch and Soldjers 
for a while on their ſide, but all in vain, for never 
could it be fully erected, and at laſt was fairly re- 
jected, as it ever muſt, and will, and ſhall be, when 
it attempts to perk up its Head unto a Supre- 

macy in our Country; where we are ſo far from 

being able to bear the — — Yoke, that to 
do the Engliſh Presbyterians Juſtice, it muſt be ſaid 


for them, they have teſtify'd againſt the rigid 


Claſſical, or Scotch Pre abytery, and are as little in- 
clinable to it, as many of their Enemies; and 
what is yet more, certain it is, that even in Scot- 
land its ſelf, of the growth of which Climate, Pres- 
bytery is more than of any other Country, they. 
become (eſpecially the Gentry and Nobility) con- 

tinually more and more uneaſy under it; and ſo 


far is that Party here, which is calFd Precbyterimn, 


from being truly ſuch, that thofe among them, 
who are not indifferent about any Church Diſci-- 


pline (of which there are no ſmall Numbers) are 


at beſt but Baxteriaus, that is to ſay, for an odd 
ſort of a Blend, or Medly of rv dane ne and 
Iidependency, which was the Scheme, ſo far as he 
had any, of Mr. Banter (the very Papa of this Par- 


ty) and none is ſo much followd by thoſe calbd 


Presbyterians, in all reſpects as he, which Dr. CI- 
lamy his —_— and Defender, openly owns, in 
printing, © That the Number of thoſe ſeems to 
&© gem and increaſe, who are for this Mixture 5 ” ' 
the Model of Mr. Baxter, who was for Lay-Con- © 


formity to the Church of England in his own pra- 


* 


6249 1 
call themſelves the Clergy among Diſſenters, that 
he made it the grand Teſt, or Proof of Catholick 
Charity; ſo that from thoſe who are thus unſet- 
tled ix, and divided about their Church Opinions, 
the Church of England hath nothing to fear, as to 
being topꝰd by them, they being, for the moſt part, 
Occaſonal Conformiſts to the Church of England, and 
ſo little remov'd from total Conformity, that ſome 
Condeſcentions to them, would ſdon bring them to 
a Comprehenſion with that Church n 
And then for the INDEPENDENTS, it 
is not only true, that there are very few that are 
Fully ſuch, moſt of them being fallen from their 
own primitive Purity, into the more looſe way of 
the laſt named Party; bur it is alſo moſt certain, 
that thoſe who are faithful to their original Prin- 
Ciples, are ſhut up thereby, from ſetting up any 
National Form of Church Diſcipline; it being an 
Oppoſition to the Fundamentals of their Congre- 
gational Church Order; and therefore from that 
quarter, the Church is in the leaſt Danger of all 
others on this account; Sir Roger L Eſtrange him- 
ſelf, the great Enemy of Diſſemers in general, be- 
ung their ſpecial Compurgator, in His Teſtimony 
of them, which being true, ſhould therefore be 
receiv'd by the Church of England, as coming 
from a Poet of their own, and ſüch an one, as in 


| "i _ » Inferior Clergy !. © Let me do this right (faith he) 
. to the /zdependents, if Authority had the ſame 
+10 _< ſenſe of them with the Author, they would be 
found both in their Principles, and in their 
% Manners, to have the moſt reaſonable Claim, 
<«. of all ſorts of Diſſenters, to'a favourable allow- ' 
«_ ance from the Government; GO D'in his Mets 


Ale, and commended it {o far, unto thoſe that 


his time, had the Fame of being the Guide to the 
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e cy, open our Eyes, that we may know our Friends © 
ce from our Enemies! Thus ſays, and thus prays 
Sir Roger, who, tho? far from being a Friend to 
any Diſſenters, yet putting the Independents among 

Friends rather than Enemies, hedothyfullyclear them 
above all, from the Suſpition of unjuſt Ambition, 
which indeed is leaf to be apprehended from 
them, they being the /eaſt in Number, and leaf in 
favour of 2, Parties, becauſe of that Strictneſs of 
their Principles, by which they. are bound to keep 
ſo much within themſelves, as not to mix, as the 
moſt; do, with thoſe who differ from;them! - 
and now for the ANABAPTISTS, they 
are a Party /o confus'd and divided among them- 
ſelves, that however they might be ready to drive 
all into the Dipping Pond, which is their Diana, 
their prepoſterous baſſion for which, is ſmart- 
ly ſet forth by Hudibras, who calls it 1 


A Ignis Fatuus that bewirehes, 


And Leads Men into Pools and Ditches, | 


1 TJ make. them dip themſelves, and ſound + 


* 4 


For Chriſtendom, in dir ty Ponds-.: 

Yet how warm ſoever this ſort may be for this watry 
Work, certain it is they can never agree enough 
among themſelves, to ſet up themſelves in a pre- 
dominant way above all the reſt, if it be true, 
which ſome are ready to ſay, that Babel its ſelf 

had not a greater confuſion of Languages, than 
is to be found of Fancies among theſe nominal 
Baptiſts, or Practitioners in the Art of Plunging, 

where we meet with the numerous, and even 


monſtrous Diviſions, of general and ſpecial Bap- 


tiſts, your Arminians and Antinomians, or Freewill 
and -Freegrace Believers ; ſome Socinians, as alſo 
e E Anti- 


* 
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Antiſooinians, a few for Singing, but many more a- 
gainſt it; abſurd Sow! Sleepers, and ſome that op- 
poſe them; ſundry Seventh Day Men, and others 
for the Obſervation of the Lord's Day ; River Dip- 
pers, and Pond Plungers 3 ſome that are for laying 
of Hands on every Perriwig and Topknot taken in- 
to their Congregations, and other, that condemn 
ſuch Ceremonies ; many that are for mix'd Com- 
munion with other Parties, but fore ſo fierce, that 
they! have” Fellowſhip with ny that have not 
been in their Dipping Pond, much Water being 
their grand Cement; not a few that are for 1.5 


EY 
* $3 


rate Holders- forth, and a Scantling that is 
fome ſpice of Learning; ſome Prophet Followers, 
and bp DO ddr of 3 and to conclude, 
almoſt every other Medley of Oppoſite, yet Opi- 
nionated Norionifts, which are to be found au 
them to ſuch degree, that what is generally faid 
of Amſterdam is affirm'd by ſome, to be as true 
of Anabaptifns, that if a Man had loſt his Religi- 
on, he might hear ſome tale or — of it, among 
the many Diviſions in this Planging ar which 
being in ſuch a warry eerering Wie of dnfuſion 
and Contradiction, is too fluid and unfix'd, ever /o 
to coaleſce, to cauſe any real Danger to thoſe 
of the Church of Englund as toufurping an abſofute 
SomnbSe yer wen.” 77TH 279 
Nor is there any more Peril from the People 
called QW AK ERS, how numerous and proſ- 
perous ſoever they be in this World, for there 
are fore Diviſions even among Friends themſelves ; 
which cauſe Enmities too great between them, 
ever to admit of any ſuch Conjunction, a; will per- 
mit their having and holding the Dominion over 
others; they being ſplit into the many forts of 
Ancient and Modern Friends; Foxonians and Keith- 


ites; 


ee oCL...%8S _ 
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5 h [7 - + 
ites + Paſſive Obedience are aud Adive Reſi- 
ſtance Aeradites 3 Friends of the North, and 
Friends of the Surh; Oath-taking or mation, 
Friends and their A sz 


Wet and Dry Selen 


tho? theſe laſt are obſerved daily to diminiſh 
Friends increaſing the Number of their Tipling 
Houſes exceedingly of late; but to make ſhort 
Work of this Quaker Reckoning, there are 718 | 


formal, plain, yes and nay, Tyte and 
nds; — 3 ſupple, finical, perriwig d Ma- 
er and Madam, or Sin, and yen Friends: Al 
which being deeply divided among themſelves, 
and peeviſhly prejudic'd to each other, can never 
5 i ſo agree together, & to allow their oppoſites any 
aſcendancy one over another; leaſt of all, can they 
© Wl attain toa total Dominion over all others: 
. And thus it appearing moſt plainly, that A theſe 
Parties, are utterly uncapable of cementing, unto 
hv WU the waking any One the Centre of Power to the reſt, 
or ſo much as to divide Power equally gmong the 
whole ; the Church of England is not in the leaf 
Danger, nor can be from Diſſenters, on that ſide. 
be where it hath been azof# dreaded ; and hereupon 
this Grand Objection being fairly anſwer'd, it is to 
le be hoped, there will be »o Oppoſition made by 
1 am, to the equitable deſires of Diſenters for thei 
i due, tho? ſo long deny'd Liberty  - . 
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D UH A T Diſſontits do deſire, may be 
EN... | 


briefly —_ in theſe few Parti- 
ann 4 


Hf, that 95 — may be 
| maintain d inviolable, according to 
the ſolemn Proteſtation of the late Queen, in 
her beſt a and moſt e _ 


) 


(299) 3 
Wy * ; a . . g . 8 PER. Þ $5: 1d 4. | Ty , 
- | Secondly, That thoſe two Injurious Acts, 


* 8 
* , 
* » ; 
: 


made in the le, and worſt part of her Reign, 


againſt the Diſſenters, out of ſpight-to'them, for 
their Fidelity to the publick Liberty, the Proceſt- 
- ant * and the Succeſſion in the Royal 
Contempt that is due unto ſuch infamous and 
malicious Projects, of a reſtleſs and outrageous 
Faction, which deſign'd the Subverſion of Reli- 
gion, Laws and Liberty, and made the Conclu- 
ſion of the Queen's Reign ſo inglorious, by the 
moſt ignominious Treaty of Peace, that ever 
ST & - 7-H | 


Thirdly, That the Sacrament may be reſcud 
from the horrid Prophanation, and vile Proſti- 
tution it hath been expos'd to, for ſo many Years 
paſt, by being made a Stale to ſinful ſecular ends 
in direct Oppoſition to the Original Deſign of 
our bleſſed LORD in his firſt Inſtitution of it : 

How much better were it, that the Tef might be 
 Teſerv'd in its proper Uſe, for Diſtinction of 
Proteſtants from Papiſts, without the ' Sacrament 


adjoyn'd to it, in the Way it hath hitherto been 


moſt irreligiouſly and unreaſonably impos'd ? 


The firſt of theſe Deſires, being for the Honour 
of Queen Ame, it is to be hop'd, will be readily 
comply'd with, by al, who pretend y Venera- 


tion to her Memory, which will be 'expog'd by 
them to tual Infamy, if the Tolermion, by 
means of any of her Devotees ſhould not be main- 


The Kren Defire; for repealing thoſe injurious | 
Adds, which (as hach been hinted) were 1 


* 


Hanover, may be repea _ with the 
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found to ſtand much i 
George, as the Hiſtorian repreſeats the Clriſtians / 


E 


aer by a Klier fill d with Malice to the Di, 
fuera, for their ſtedfaſt Fidelity to GOD, and 


the Ring, and their ſtrict Adherence ta the pro- 


reſt nt lutereſt, and the Liberries of the Nation, 


is both a . piece. of common Juſtice and Equity 
due to them for ſuch their Integrity, and a need- 
ful Teſtimony from the preſemt Miniſtry, againſt 
the inveterate Malignity of the peſt ; for which 
Cauſe, ſorely, there are none who pretend any 
Love to King George, Old gland, and the Pro- 
teſtaut Religion, but will readily fall in with this 
queſt ; and the rather, for that, What was 
ſaid of the Chriſtians in the time of Gnftantine, 
is ſo exactly applicable to the Diſſenters in the 
Reign of King George, that one would think (ſo 
punciual is the Parallell) the Relation oryginally 
here avs Copy, by which the be Wil be 
— much in the ſame Poſture to King 


to be in, toward Conſtantine, when he ſays, & His 
© Intereſt lay moſt in Their Strength; They were 

* the faſteſt part of His Subjects, that, for 
c Conſcience and their own Intereſt, rejoye'd 
& to advance and defend Fim to the wwmoſs, 
« when e loſt many others: As hath hap- 
pen d to King George among the Lev · Church, as 
well as the High, His not indulging their 
Ambition, if not Extortion, Gr. while the Piſ⸗ 
ſemers under all Diſadvantages, (and in ſome re- 
Ipects they continue in a, much worſe Condition 


un the Reign of King George, than Ever they 
were in Charles or James the II's time, to which 


indeed they were reduc'd in the Latter part of 
the Laſt Reign, yet notwithſtanding all theſe 


firm 


| Pifadvautages) do the Diſſemers continue moſt - 
Þ 290 _ 


» * 


frm and unſhaken in their Loyalty to th 
Ser en, — n adds, NL 


— Loyalty = King, or | 
| SEEN Liberte oe Cov 
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Glory of cer Ressd LORD and' Saviour J. 


„ e much —— and 


SUS CHRIST, and for maintaining che 8 


lemnity of His divine Appointments, by keeping 
them to their Original Intention, and « 


them in their proper Purity, that NO pre, | | 


* whatſoever, be he Lie Ber, Prelate, Prieſt, 

or only common Profeſſor, but muſt give a full Af. 
ſent and Conſent thexeuits, : a heyrould not bring 
the Truth of his Religion into queſtion ; which 
ſuch muſt needs do, who directly, or indirectiy 
conſent or contribute to à eontinu'd Proſtitution 
of this moſt facred Inſtitution by Occaſional On- 
formity Hypocrites, or Lewd Profligate Arheifts, 


both which, to ggatiße ghejr amal Intereſt, are 


hurry d to the maſt fearful Prafamasia af this Holy 

Sacrament, by de na aol} firpelig ious 7 
tion of it, as A 9 for Kcülar Prefer- 
ment, from winch fü e. ſake, and 


the ſake of God e -onght to be reſcued 
| henceforth, and for — 1 
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